
 



Note from Sue 

 

 

Hello everyone, 

 

First of all, I want to thank everyone for your incredible work ethic, both 
during the National and for our Specialties.  Due to your efforts and 
donations, both were very successful.  Despite some serious challenges, 
everyone worked together and made it all happen.   

 

I’m excited to see all your brags in this issue.  Special Congratulations go 
out to Jayme Lemaire, Carol Urick and Bob Layne on their lovely Adele, 
MBISS GCH Lemaire’s One and Only, winning Best of Breed at the National!   
It was a wonderful, emotional moment for all of us and the win of a 
lifetime!   

 

We need to think about judges for next year.  Please think about it and get 
your suggestions to someone on the judges committee:  Sue Shaw, Laurie 
Maulucci, Pat Ciampa, Judi Arsenault, Bob Layne, Carol Urick.  Keep in mind 
that judges for our designated specialties (the ones held within the all-
breed shows) need to be able to judge two groups to be considered.  We 
will also need a sweeps judge. 

 

I wish you all a wonderful holiday season and a New Year filled with peace, 
hope and good health. 

 

Best wishes, 

Sue Davis Shaw 

President 
 



Getting to Know You 

Dawn Williamson 

 

I’m delighted to introduce myself and share a bit about how I found my 

way to this wonderful club and, of course, to Great Danes. 

My connection to purebred dogs began in childhood, when family 

vacations meant road trips to dog shows. Many happy hours spent 

ringside—and at home with our beloved white Bull Terrier, Johnathan—

sparked a lifelong love of dogs and the dog show world.  

After many years focused on raising my family and building my career, I 

found my way back to that early passion. It was longtime club member Paul Bowman—whose memory and impact 

are still strongly felt—who reintroduced me to the beauty and nobility of purebred dogs, and especially to Great 

Danes. 

 I fell head over heels for Paul’s Great Dane, Natalie 

(Ch. Devine Unity Unforgettable Sophisticated 

Lady), and knew I wanted one of her puppies. 

When Cole (Bowman’s Unforgettable Sentimental 

Reason) joined our family, he completely stole our 

hearts. I’m continually struck by his sweetness and 

sensitivity—not to mention how much calmer he is 

than a Bull Terrier! 

 This year marks 40 years since I began working as 

a nurse. I hold a Doctorate in Nursing Practice from 

Regis College, a Master’s in Adult Mental Health 

Nursing from Northeastern University, and a BSN 

from the University of Massachusetts. I am a Board-Certified 

Clinical Specialist in Adult Psychiatric and Mental Health Nursing 

and an Advanced Practice Addictions Nurse.  

I currently work in the Emergency Department at Massachusetts 

General Hospital, caring for individuals and families facing 

addiction and mental health crises. In addition to direct patient 

care, I educate clinical staff, train fellows, and help develop 

treatment protocols. I also serve as an Adjunct Clinical Instructor 

for the MGH Institute of Health Professions. Teaching has given 

me the opportunity to work in settings as varied as hospitals in 



Tanzania, clinics in the Netherlands, and, each year, with 

the Lakota Nation in Pine Ridge, South Dakota. 

Outside of work, my greatest joys are my dog and my 

family. I live in Marblehead, MA with my partner, Gregg, 

and I have three grown children and one grandson. My 

grandson just started his freshman year of college, and 

this fall has been happily spent on the sidelines of his 

football games. When I do carve out a little time for 

myself, I enjoy oil painting and horseback riding, which 

offer a creative and peaceful counterbalance to my busy 

professional life. 

I am truly grateful to be part of the Great Dane Club of 

New England and to share this journey with others who 

love and value this remarkable breed. I look forward to 

getting to know more of you, learning from your 

experience, and contributing in any way I can to the club 

and the well-being of our Danes.  

Please feel free to say hello, reach out, or share your 

wisdom—I am always grateful to learn from fellow Dane 

enthusiasts. 

  

 

 

All photos are of  

Bowman’s Unforgettable Sentimental Reason 

Brain teaser – Number One 

Submitted by Betty Lewis 

 

You reap what you sow because of 

me. Remove the first three letters 

and I  

become an object you can wear.  

What am I? 



 

 

Great Dane Club of America 

This year’s national was a huge success due to the hard work of the East Division Chairman Laurie 
Maulucci and show chair Jeffrey Ball as well as division club members including many GDCNE members 
who volunteered many hours to ensure the success of the national.   

 

I received the following message from Camille Durocher:  Please extend my thanks to your club 
members for giving so much of themselves so that the rest of us could continue on. 

From Division Chair down, your club members stepped up in so many key roles. 

It's very much appreciated. 

 

The 2026 South National will be held at the Meadow View Conference, Resort and Conference Center 
in Kingsport, Tennessee, October 19 – 24.  The website is gdcanationalspecialty.org.  There will be NO 
facebook page due to the cloning of this year’s facebook page and the resulting third party selling of 
merchandise with our logo, costing our division a lot of lost sales.  Hotel reservation info is not yet 
available. 

 

Conformation Judges are: 

 

Best of Breed – Jim Remaklus 

Dogs – Thomas Davis 

Bitches – Jennifer Bell 

 

Futurity Judges 

BJ Barnhart 

Doug Toomey 

 

Final voting results for 2027 has not yet been announced. 

 

 





 

Submitted by Maitau Great Danes 



 

 

 

 

 

The Results Are In!!! 

 

The following individuals were elected to judge the 2027 GDCA National Specialty, hosted by West Division! 

 

Conformation 

Best of Breed—Tiffany Cross 

Dogs—Mary Lee Williams 

Bitches—Robert E. Layne 

 

Futurity 

Darryl Pitts 

Colleen Assell-Carra 

 

2026 South Division—Performance/Companion Judges 

Agility 

Ben Gibbs 

Obedience/Rally 

Aimee Kincaid 

Kenneth Kincaid 

 

Election ballots received:  332 

Total ballots received include: 20 club ballots and 3 illegal ballots 

Total number of votes for Conformation judges:  863 

Total number of votes for Futurity judges:  603 

Total number of votes for Obedience/Rally:  252 

Total number of votes for Agility: 121 



Whose leaves these are I think I know 

My dog into the yard did go 

And now we see leaves indoors here 

The busiest season of the year 

He gives his hairy fur a shake 

Then sniffs for crumbs of toast or cake 

The only other sound’s the sweep 

Of dustpan, broom, and carpet rake 

The yard is lovely, dark, and deep 

But I have promises to keep 

And lots to clean before I sleep 

And lots to clean before I sleep 

 

-Kim Thurler with apologies to Robert Frost 



 

Brags 

Finnegan  

Awarded Bet Veteran and an Award of Merit at the GDC of America’s  

National Specialty in October 2025 

Bred , Owned and Loved by Tiffany, Helen & Pat,  co -owned by Michele Kuzmich  

 co -bred by Tami Bradford 

Handled by Josh Saunders and Tiffany Cross 

Ch. Maitau N Cosmic Eye’m A Hooligan 

Finnegan 



BRAGS 

 

The entire membership of the Great Dane Club of New England is 
thrilled to extend our heartfelt congratulations to our very own 
Tiffany Cross and Robert Layne for being selected to judge the 
2027 National.  

We are delighted to share that Tiffany has been selected to judge 
the Breed and Bob has been chosen to judge Bitches —a 
prestigious honor in our sport and a testament to their 
dedication, knowledge, and integrity. 

Tiffany and Bob have long been respected members of our 
community, each contributing in meaningful ways to the growth 
and excellence of our club and the breed we all cherish. Their 
selection reflects not only their deep experience, but also the 
trust and admiration they have earned from exhibitors and fellow 
fanciers across the country. 

Please join us in celebrating this remarkable accomplishment 

with them. 

 

The GDCNE has been fortunate to have our members judge the 

National in the past with Judy Harrington doing Breed most 

recently, along with other notables such as Dale Tarbox, Pat 

Ciampa and Louis Bond. 

We could not be more proud!   



  Brags      Primrose Million Dollar Baby  

aka "Charlie"  

Charlie was Best Puppy Bitch in Futurity  

at the Great Dane Club of America National  Specialty.  

Thank you to judge Nicole Conneen-Holmes for awarding her this great honor. 

Bred and owned by Normand Vadenais 



 



 



      

Introducing 

CH Trila N Journey Davisdane’s Ultimate Cool Kid 

Finished on September 14th at 15 months with 3 majors 

 

 

We are very proud of our sweet youngster and her accomplishments.   

Barbie was bred by Trisha LaBruzzo and Kim McClure. 

Davisdane—Sue Davis Shaw 

Davisdane.com 

Brags  


