
 



Note from Sue 
Hi Everyone, 

Happy Spring! 

 

When you read this, we will have just had our April meeting and the Specialty Committee will have 
met as well.  We are working on making our specialties very special in memory of Dr. Louis Bond.  
They will be the Friday and Saturday after Thanksgiving and we will have Leon Reimert and Dale 
Tarbox for our concurrent (afternoon) specialties. Elmer Robinson will judge sweeps and Dale will 
judge Juniors. Judges for the specialties held with the all-breed clubs have not been determined yet.  
We WILL have a raffle table this year.  Please let Carol Urick know if you have items to contribute.  
We are trying to recruit some workers so take the pressure off of those who have done it year after 
year.  The help needed will be during the shows – setting up the trophies in order and handing them 
to the steward as needed, setting up the coffee and munchkins and keeping the table neat, judges 
hospitality-transporting the judges from the hotel to the show if they don’t come earlier in the day, 
and a clean-up crew for when the show is over – the more the merrier.  None of them big jobs but 
every little bit helps!  We also need a talented individual to help with the flyer for the specialties. 

 

Our club tablecloth is missing.  If anyone has it, would you please let me know. 

 

Annual Awards – The form is elsewhere in this issue.  Please return it to Tami by June 1st.  We can 
present the awards at our next meeting, which will be an in-person get together at Norm’s. 

 

The bylaw revisions were approved by the Board at the April meeting.  I will see if AKC will review 
them and then I hope to have them out for a vote.  The new bylaws will be mailed to you along with 
a ballot as per our current bylaws. 

 

We are looking at the option of running a FastCat trial to help our treasury and offset the cost of 
our specialties.  Before we commit to anything, we need to be sure that we have enough workers to 
pull it off.  If you would be willing to volunteer to help run a FastCat event, please let me know.  We 
will need 5-8 workers.  No experience necessary. 

 

Info will be out on the in-person meeting as soon as we set a date. 

 

Best wishes, 

Sue 

President 

 





 

 

veterinarian in clinical toxicology at the ASPCA 
Animal Poison Control Center, a dog became sick 
after consuming playdough that contained a small 
amount of salt. 

Salt poisoning did not develop, but azotemia — high 
levels of nitrogen — and significant vomiting, both 
signs of grape poisoning, did. 

“The lightbulb moment came with the realization 
that tartaric acid and potassium bitartrate are 
uniquely present in high concentrations in grapes, 
and that dogs are [members of] a species that has 
been shown to be sensitive to tartaric acid — with 
acute renal failure reported in the older 
studies,” Wegenast said in a 2021 American Animal 
Hospital Association (AAHA) news release. 

“Upon further investigation … tartaric acid and 
potassium bitartrate kept checking off the boxes in 
support of the theory that they’re the toxic 
principles in grapes and raisins.” 

Questions Remain 

The amount of tartaric acid in grapes varies 
depending on variety, growing method and 
ripeness, so this could help explain why dogs have 
such different outcomes when consuming grapes. 
Further, as noted in the AAHA letter, the 
documented toxic range of tartaric acid is similar to 
that found in some grapes and raisins. 

Tamarind, which is also high in tartaric acid and 
potassium bitartrate, has also led to poisoning, 
including severe vomiting and acute kidney failure, 
in dogs after large ingestions. 

“We anticipate that this breakthrough will open 
doors to a collaborative effort toward an improved 
understanding of grape and raisin poisoning and, 
potentially, better testing, treatment, and 
prevention,” Wegenast said in 2021. 

There are still some unanswered questions, 
especially the fact that wild canines such as coyotes 
and wolves have been known to forage for grapes. 
In fact, in some parts of the world they eat them 
regularly and don't seem to develop acute renal 
failure. Other hypotheses behind grapes’ toxic 
effects in dogs include: 

 

 

 

 

 

Contamination of fruits with mycotoxins 

Excess vitamin D 

Excessive ingestion of monosaccharides 

Heavy metals or pesticides 

Tannin intolerance 

Hypovolemic shock 

Renal ischemia (reduced blood flow to the kidneys) 

Signs of Grape Poisoning in Dogs 

Grapes, raisins, sultanas, currants, and any product 
containing them should not be fed to dogs. This 
includes grape juice, trail mix with raisins, raisin 
bread, and wine. Be aware that some cookies, 
bread, and protein bars contain raisin paste and/or 
raisin juice that can also be toxic. Signs and 
symptoms of grape poisoning include: 

Vomiting 

Diarrhea 

Abdominal pain 

Anorexia 

Kidney failure 
 

If you know or suspect your pet has ingested grapes 
or raisins, don’t wait for symptoms before seeking 
help, and remember that the effects aren’t 
necessarily dose dependent — even small amounts 
can be dangerous. Get your pet to an emergency 
veterinarian immediately and tell them your dog 
ate grapes. 

 

 

 

While less common, cats and ferrets can also become sick from 
eating grapes. You can contact the Pet Poison Helpline 24/7 at 
855-764-7661 for information regarding potential poisoning of 
all animal species. 



 

Please be on the look out for emails from our President, Susan 

Shaw, regarding our zoom meetings.  This is your club and we 

NEED your voice represented at the meetings. 

You are so important to the success of the club. 

The next issue of Dane Line Reimagined has a deadline of  

July 28th.   Please have all of your brags, recipes, etc. in to Sue 

Shaw and or Carol Urick in a timely manner. 

We need your articles, etc. 

Thanks to those who support the publication. 

Disclosure 

Opinions or statements expressed in DaneLine Reimagined are 

not reflective of the Great Dane Club of New England.   

 

Neither the Editor, the Great Dane Club of New England, the 

Great Dane Club of New England’s Board of Directors nor any  

of their respective affiliates guarantee the accuracy or        

completeness of any information contained herein. 

 



 



 

 

GDCA 

Submitted by Susan Shaw 

 

Tiffany and Norm have volunteered to be our club representatives to the East Division National in 2025.  

No one in the club is putting in to be our Division Chairman so we will just have to see who applies when the 
ballot comes out.  I am not aware of a site decision at this time.  

I am including in this issue the updated map of the new divisions. 

Upcoming Nationals 

2023 – Western Division – Hilton Santa Fe Buffalo Thunder, Santa Fe, NM 

October 29 – November 4, 2023 

Judges 

Best of Breed – Jeff Lawrence 

Dogs – Dick Schaefer 

Bitches/Jr. Show – Mimi Kim 

Futurity – Darlene Bergan & Chantel Johnson 

Rally/Obedience – Susie Osburn & Nancy Craig 

Agility – Michael Teh 

 

2024 – Midwest Division – Capital Plaza Hotel & Convention Center, Topeka, KS         -               

Dates To Be Determined 

Judges 

Best of Breed – Judy Harrington 

Dogs – Lourdes Carvajal 

Bitches – Pat Ciampa 

Futurity – Jan Miner & Denise Matulich 

Obedience/Rally – Fred Buroff & Kathleen Sweet 

Agility – Craig Josling 

 

At this point, the Divisions change to North, South, East, and West and the rotation will be every four years. 

 

2025 – East Division – Dates and Location To Be Determined 





 

 

 
updated map of new divisions 

Your Help is Needed for our November Specialties: 

 

We are looking for Chairpersons for the following committees: 

Hospitality 

Clean Up 

 

Jayme Lemaire is Trophy Chair and she will be reaching out to you for your trophy donations.  Please be 
as generous as you can. 

Carol Urick is Raffle Chair and will be reaching out to see what you will donate to the raffle.  Let’s make 
this raffle table very successful. 

 And there are numerous other roles that need help.  Please reach out to Sue or Tiffany. 

 

These specialties are in memory of Dr. Louis G. Bond  



Getting to Know You 

Lisa Lewis 

As most of you know, I am a member of the GDCNE 

and our parent club, the GDCA.  I currently live in 

Pittston, Maine in a house way too small for one 

person and three grown Great Danes – it’s like living 

with three other people.  Thank goodness I don’t get 

many visitors, there’s no place for them to sit, or 

sleep!  Hopefully, when I retire, we can get a bigger 

place and/or travel around the country in an RV.   

I grew up an Air Force brat and we had Pekingese 

most all my life and how I went from little dogs to 

Great Danes is beyond me. I believe I got my love of 

dogs from my grandmother on my dad's side.  She had 

dogs as a child and always had one or two when we 

used to visit her in the summer.  I didn't get my own 

dog until I was 20. 

I got my start in Danes back in 1977, when I was 

looking for a Doberman puppy.  I found an ad in the 

newspaper advertising a Great Dane for stud.  So of 

course, that piqued my interest, and I called the 

number to find out if the person knew of any Great 

Dane puppies in the area.  Well, to my surprise, the 

lady happened to have a puppy available, so I rushed 

up to Portland, Maine with my friend Wally and we 

picked him up on the third floor of an apartment 

building.  He was from the Mountdania line, and I 

named him TJ Swann (back in the day there was a 

wine by the same name and that’s where his name 

came from).   

Unfortunately, I didn’t have him long, as he was hit 

by a car while he was 

about six months old.  I 

lived on a busy street, 

and someone let him 

out of the house 

without me knowing.  

He was a fun puppy 

while I had him and my 

boss used to let me 

bring him to work with 

me off and on. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My next Dane was referred to me from the lady I got 

TJ from.  I named him Zeppelin, but called him Zepp.  

I didn’t keep him long as it turned out he kept running 

in to things and after consultation with my vet he 

confirmed he had cataracts, so I gave him back to his 

breeder.  I believe he was also out of Mountdania. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I didn’t get my next Dane, 

Dillon until I moved to 

Morgantown, West Virginia.  

I found an ad in the paper on 

2/14/1980 (still have that newspaper ad).  I drove out 

to the willy wags in Maryland to go see the litter of 

puppies and they were all out in a barn in the middle 

of February, and it was cold.  I felt so sorry for them 

all that I picked up the first one that came to me and 

drove him home in the dark at five weeks old for $50.  

I finally enrolled him in obedience classes when he 

was about a year old through the Mountaineer Kennel 

Club.  That’s where my love of obedience and Great 

Danes began.  Through the club, I met Pat and Sandy 

Rundle of Amherst fame, and that’s when I fell in 

love with Harlequins and hoped to have my very own 

one day.  It wouldn’t be till decades later that I finally 

got my first Harlequin. 

 



I went through a big hassle trying to get him 

registered with AKC because the owner of the litter 

had not paid for his dam, so she couldn’t even register 

the litter.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After negotiating with the previous owner of the dam, 

another owner and I went in together and paid that fee 

and finally got the litter registered and in turn our 

dogs registered.  His registered name was Wild Caleb 

Dillon CD.  

Dillon was all black and so well behaved, except for 

the time he didn’t come home one night after I let him 

out.  Turns out he fell off a cliff next to the highway 

and someone stopped by to help rappel him down. We 

got his CD together in 1982.  We spent a lot of time 

walking in the woods near my home and would go up 

to Coopers Rock in the winter to let him run.  We 

moved back to Maine and lived with my grandmother 

for several years.  I lost him to GDV when he was two 

weeks shy of turning 7. 

It wasn’t until 1990, that I got my next Dane, 

Abercrombie from Sandy Rundle.  He was a 

Boston (now mantle) and she shipped him on a plane 

to Boston from Pittsburgh.  I didn’t even have a name 

figured out until the drive home and went by a  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

restaurant in New Hampshire called Abercrombie and 

Finch.  

I moved to Maryland when he was about a year old.  I 

started obedience training with Abercrombie, but he 

really wasn’t into it, so we stopped, and he became a 

couch potato!  He was my guardian and didn’t like 

many men other than family members, so he was 

perfect when my ex was away.  

I also got my fifth Dane, Lucy, from Sandy Rundle in 

1993. I was on a trip to Michigan back when I was 

married to my ex and we were on our way back to 

Maine and swung thru WVA and stopped in to see Pat 

and Sandy.  My ex said, “We are not buying another 

Great Dane!”  Well, Sandy just happened to have a 

mantle merely puppy girl and she said I could have 

her if I would let her breed her.  Of course, I agreed 

and that’s how I ended up meeting Sue Davis Shaw.  

She was from her Amherst’s Montana v Amherst’s 

Nicoletta.  Montana was Abercrombie’s brother. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lucy and I started obedience training and went on to 

competition.  She was perfect during class and at 

home when we practiced, but I couldn’t get her to 

complete a trial without blowing at least one exercise.  

So, I gave up that quest and she too became a coach 

potato, but not before being bred and having a litter.  

In 1994, I finally met Sue Davis Shaw when Sandy 

wanted to breed Lucy to Sue’s boy, Willie!  

Unfortunately, that breeding didn’t take, so on the 

next heat Lucy went down to spend time with Sandy 

for breeding and whelping.  She had a difficult whelp 

and only one pup survived – who turned out to be 

Amherst’s TC (Baby)! 

Abercrombie 

and Lucy 

loved my 

parents and 

enjoyed 

going down 

to their house 

to visit.  My 

parents 

would also 

come up to my house in Litchfield, Maine and house 

sit for me when I was away. They took care of both 

dogs, 2 horses and a bird for me.  Abercrombie passed 

when he was 11 and Lucy when she was 11½. They 

lived, long wonderful lives and I still miss them to this 

day.  

It wasn’t until several years later that I got another 

Dane.  In between, I had three Jack Russell Terriers, 

Annie, Shiner, and Boo.  They were the best dogs!  

Not your typical hyperactive dogs like people are 

known to say about JRTs.  Mine went to obedience 

classes and behaved when necessary.  My obedience 

instructor even commented that they were the best 

behaved JRTs she had ever seen. 

In 2012, when I started looking for my next Dane, 

Sandy Rundle recommended I get one from Sue.  At 

the time, I still had one JRT, Shiner.  So, March 23, 

2013, Shiner and I drove down to Sue’s place in 

Hanover and picked up Pippa.  She wanted to be in 

the front seat with me and Shiner and she spent most 

of the trip home on the center console.  It was about a 

week before I could decide on a call name, nothing I 



had on my list seemed to fit until I came across Pippa 

because of the royal wedding.  Sue had so many great 

suggestions for registered names to choose from, so it 

didn’t take long for us both to decide she would be 

officially known as “Davisdane’s Reflection of a 

Duck”, to pay tribute to Sue’s line and to Pippa’s sire, 

Marley, BISS CH Overlook’s Ghost in the Mirror 

owned by Debbi and Tim Jones.  She became my first 

show dog!  

I loved showing her and she 

did too.  Her theme song is 

“Let’s Go” by ELO.  It 

always seemed to come on 

the radio when we were on 

the way to a show.  We went 

to our first National in 2013 

in Lancaster, PA.  Sue 

showed her and Pippa got 

Third Place in the Harl 9-12 

Puppy class under Gina 

Jabelon.  What an honor that 

was and we had such a great 

time there!  I was very happy 

to at least get her pointed before she was bred, which 

was quite a process after dealing with pyo after the 

first breeding that didn’t take.  We knew we would 

have to breed her on her next heat.  Thankfully, that 

breeding took and Pippa and Drakken blessed us with 

our “Make Way for Ducklings” litter on June 15, 

2017.  It was an easy whelp and thank goodness there 

were no complications.  Due to her having pyo 

previously, I had to make the dreaded decision to spay 

her, and that ended her show career and our quest for 

a championship.  In between obedience training and 

handling classes, Pippa got her CGC March 2, 2015 

and on May 21, 2020 she got her TKN.  I can’t 

believe she just celebrated her 10th birthday in January 

– HAPPY 10TH BIRTHDAY, MOMMA GIRL!  

A huge thanks goes to Sue for allowing me to have 

this beautiful girl in my life.  Pippa and I have had our 

ups and downs, but I wouldn’t change it for the world.  

Makes me appreciate her all the more! 

 My next Dane was my keeper from that litter, Dovie, 

Davisdane’s One In A Million Merle CGC BN TKN 

CD.  We didn’t get to start showing her in 

conformation until she was two or older waiting for 

Merles to be approved.  Her show carrier was very 

short, but she is pointed.  So, we turned to obedience.  

Dovie and I took several rounds of obedience classes 

together and finally. after several years of starts and 

stops, we got her CD on November 12, 2022.  She 

loved to be in the ring with me and she always had a 

great time, mostly to my chagrin. We are still hoping 

we can finish her BCAT sometime this summer.  She 

will be 6 next month!  HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BABY 

GIRL! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now, I can’t forget my other kiddos, Riddick and 

Darby, who I co-own with Rachel and Izzy.  They too 

are out of the same litter, and I can’t tell you how 

proud I am of them and what Rachel and Izzy have 

both accomplished with them! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My next and “supposedly” last Dane is BJ, Rico 

Davisdane Patito.  He is a Buck son.  On October 14, 

2021, Sue, Pippa, Dovie, and I drove down to JFK all 

in one day and picked him up at the airport.  It was a 

tight fit, and the girls were not impressed.  He was a 

very good traveler from being on a plane all day and 

then the long ride home and Sue threw in a nail trim 

before we headed back to Maine.  My next dog was 

supposed to be a small dog, but when Sue mentioned 

him, I said, “Well, he can come live with me!” and 

that was the end of that!  We started obedience 

training when he was a puppy and got his CGC title 

and Star Puppy award on February 28, 2022.   

We will be starting more obedience training with the 

hopes of getting his CD.  He has the best personality 

and is such a clown.  He runs through the house like 

he’s a little pony, usually with a ball or blankie 

hanging out of his mouth.  I’m so happy to have him 

in my life!   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In retrospect, I would have to say, I wish I knew then, 

what I know now about Great Danes!  I would have 

done things differently and gone into conformation in 

addition to obedience, but that wasn’t even on my 

radar screen at the time.  Over the years, I have met 

some wonderful people, beautiful Great Danes and 

made lifelong friendships.  So, I want to thank you all 

for welcoming me into the fancy and sharing our 

mutual love of the Great Dane! 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 





maybe a few scattered trees or buildings to step behind 
when needed. 

Equipment 

You don’t need special training equipment. As I mentioned 
earlier, anxiety is a common reason why dogs start to 
exhibit dog reactivity and lunging. So, leave any kind of 
punishment in the hands of outdated TV trainers. 

I personally prefer to work with humane and effective 
training tools. These include front-clipping harnesses or 
occasionally head collars (halters), along with a 6 foot 
nylon or leather leash, and motivating treats and toys. 

Train On Every Outing 

Your dog is always learning, so that means you must be 
ready to teach him during every walk or poty break. Even 
if you step out into your front yard, make sure you bring 
his favorite rewards, and keep an eye out for oncoming 
dogs. 

Now that you have all your ducks in a row, it’s time to 
tackle the walk. 

What To Do On Walks 

If you have everything in place, it won’t be as hard as you 
think. If it feels hard and unsuccessful, it’s likely you need 
more space and/or higher rewards. 

So, let’s get started to change your dog’s emotions and get 
the focus back on you. 

Practice Behaviors He’s Good At 
As you and your dog start out on your walk, take the time 
to use some of your dog’s known behavior cues … like his 
name, sit, down, and hand target. 

Reward him for these behaviors, big time, even if it’s 
easy for him. You want to build a bond and relationship 
with your dog outside, even when there aren’t any dogs 
around. The more behaviors he knows how to do, the 
better your chances of keeping his attention and focus on 
you. 

If this step is challenging, practice in your yard until the 
foundation work is laid.  

Once your dog has his foundation work, it’s time to hit the 
sidewalk with Fido! 

On Your Walk …  
Keep randomly practicing his behavior cues (sit, wait, 
come, etc.) for short bursts (15 seconds), then continue to 
walk. 

Keep an eye out for other dogs, keeping in mind that all-
important space your dog needs to be successful. 

 Once you see a dog entering your dog’s line of sight, 
allow him to see that dog … but stay at a distance where 
he doesn’t react. 

 As soon as he sees the dog, mark this behavior with 
your reward marker. The marker is what you use to 
confirm this is the behavior you want. It might be “GOOD”, 
“YES” or clicking with a clicker. Then immediately pay him 
with his treat, while you and your dog change directions to 
increase the distance between the two dogs. 

 Repeat this process once again, by turning back 
toward the other dog, allowing your dog to see, YES, treat, 
move. Continue this as long as your dog is happy and the 
amount of space is right. 

When the distance starts to become too close (when 
your dog starts paying more attention to the other dog 
than to you), happily walk in another direction with your 
dog. 

That’s it. Simple, right? Yes, it really is. 

It won’t feel easy at first, because just like your dog, YOU 
have emotional baggage with this situation. But, just like 
your dog, the more you practice, the better you‘ll feel, 
especially as you see your dog responding well and 
becoming happy and relaxed. 

You’re working towards the Pavlov theory. In this case, you 
want your dog to think that other dogs mean special treats 
and fun for him! Soon, your dog will see another dog and 
look toward you for his reinforcement. 

Nice, isn’t it? 

You really can have a dog who’ll walk well on a leash 
without lunging at other dogs. Be patient … it doesn’t 
happen overnight. 

Remember my Golden? Well, it took 8 years to get him to 
a 5 foot distance. But we went from a football field to 
about 15 feet pretty quickly. It was the 15 to 5 feet stage 
that was hard. He had a lot of baggage to deal with, and it 
wasn’t all about dogs. 

Learn The Emergency U-Turn 

You should learn about the emergency U-turn. This will 
help you out on the rare occasions you’re surprised by 
another dog that’s a little too close for comfort. 

During a walk, when there are no other dogs around, take 
a few steps together, then say your dog’s name and “this 
way” in an upbeat tone as you simultaneously tap your leg 
closest to your dog and make a U-turn. 

Mark (YES/CLICK) this behavior and immediately give your 
dog an amazing reward! 




